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COMPAGNIA TPO: +ERBA A FOREST IN THE CITY

Presented in Partnership with The Legacy Theatre

Wednesday-Sunday May 1-5 at 10:00AM-4:30PM (60 minutes)
The Legacy Theatre, 128 Thimble Island Road Branford, CT

+ERBA is an interactive show with two dancers who create together with
children an imaginary city. The ‘architect’ dancer observes the landscape
and draws the city with houses and streets. The other dancer loves the
earth, the insects and draws grass and trees. The two characters move in
an empty scene where projections on two large aligned screens evoke a
room of wonder. Here their ideas, imagination and projects are drawn from
movement and come to life. The architect creates houses full of color and
light, the other dancer redesigns them by adding grass and trees. Slowly an
imaginary city grows by combining their different sensitivities. The newborn
city becomes a living environment and new characters and new events are
added. The children come to color and populate the city. Insects appear,
the seasons change and the city gets bigger, busier and more complex.
Their dream of a green city is coming true. But there is also a factory that
grows and grows, scaring away insects, birds, people and making greenery
disappear. Together with the children, the dancers will design a new space
where nature will grow and where a ‘tree concert’ can be expected.

Presented in partnership with The Legacy Theatre and part of the Gordon
Geballe Environmental Series. This event is part of Compagnia TPO’s U.S.
Premiere Tour, with an exclusive presentation in the New England region—
one of six cities presenting the work across the country.

ABOUT THE COMPANY

Based on Prato, Italy, Compagnia TPO used interactive, digital scenery to
enhance theatrical dance performances that engage young audiences. Using
their bodies to “paint” and “play music” with the ever-changing visuals
onstage, the performers gently invite children in the audience to join them
in their creative movement. Images and sounds interface with the bodies
onstage, transforming live gestures and virtual landscapes into a charming
interactive gallery. The company’s work has received awards for innovation
and artistry in China, Poland, Italy, the United States and Spain.

ABOUT OUR PARTNER

The Legacy Theatre is a professional regional theatre company that
enhances the Connecticut shoreline’s cultural scene, economy, educational
opportunities, and quality of life through live theatre and related programs.
This historic theatre in the Stony Creek village of Branford offers Mainstage
Productions, Broadway Concerts, a Family Series, holiday performances,
new works, classes, special events, and more to the town of Branford, the
shoreline, and beyond. The Legacy strives to be a premiere Arts house

and to ensure ongoing seasons of uplifting, inspiring, and challenging
professional theatre and theatre training for all. With a dedicated staff and
supportive volunteer base, Legacy Theatre enters their fourth season in

Stony Creek this year, with performances including The Great American
Mousical directed by Dame Julie Andrews Edwards and The Bridges of
Madison County starring Broadway veterans Hugh Panaro (The Phantom of
the Opera, Side Show) and Anne Runolfsson (The Phantom of the Opera,
Victor/Victoria). More information on the Theatre and the 2024 Season can
be found at www.legacytheatrect.org.

ARTISTS’ BIOS

Valentina Consoli

Began ballet studies with Nadia Fava and Sonia Serafini. She specialised
in contemporary dance with Teri J. Weikel, Roberto Zappala, Alessandro
Certini, Charlotte Zerbey, Max Barachini, Inaki Azpillaga, David Zambrano,
Laura Simi and Damiano Foa. He collaborates with Tir Danza, with
Company blu, with the Aleph company and in 2008 he participated in the
Equilibrio festival with Caterina Genta. Since 2010 she has collaborated
continuously with the TPO Company. As a dancer she has taken part in the
following shows, Kindur, Babayaga, Farfalle, Giardino Dipinto and Anouk.
As a choreographer and performer she took part in the productions Pop
Up Garden, Colors, +Erba and Melodia. As part of the Ex Fabrica project
she created Landskin, Cotton, Canapa, Pathos Pathos, Chonos Kairos and
Anguane-Napee.

Bela Dobiasova

She studied at the Dance Conservatory in Prague, specialising in
contemporary dance. After graduation she was a member of the Bohemia
Ballet, Black light theatre and worked on projects with the Barevny Déti
theatre company. She ran a dance studio in Prague. In 2017, she started
working with TPO. As a dancer she took part in the following shows,
Childrens Hero, Colors, Anouk and + Erba. As a choreographer and
performer Canapa, Melody, Pelle Madre, Anguane-Napee. In collaboration
with Anna Balducci and Valentina Consoli she took part in the creation of
Pathos Bathos and Chronos Kairos.

CREDITS

Compagnia TPO

In coproduction with

TEATRO METASTASIO DI PRATO

A co-commission of

WHEELER OPERA HOUSE

In collaboration with

ASPEN, CO - REGION ARTISTS AND ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY
Artistic Direction: Francesco Gandi, Davide Venturini

With Béla Dobiasova, Valentina Consoli

Engineering: Rossano Monti

Visual Design: Elsa Mersi

Music and Engineering: Federica Camiciola, Francesco Fanciullacci
Costumes: Annamaria Clemente

Props: Livia Cortesi

Collaboration on the Concept and Pedagogical Support: Sandra Goos
Organization Valentina Martini, Chiara Saponari

With the Support of the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands



THANK YOU TO OUR 2024 FESTIVAL INSIDERS!
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Elizabeth and Dennis
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Kiki and Ted Kennedy, Jr.
The Knight Family
James Kenny

Rachel Kline Brown
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Wendy Evans Kravitz
Si-hoi Lam

Barbara J. Lamb

Jean and Nick Lamont
Elizabeth and Miles
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J. Hoffman Lee

Erin Leonard

Art and Betty Levy
Pericles Lewis

Annie Lin and Brendan
Woo

John Lindner

Jason Liptak

Donald J Logie

Tere Luna

Carol and Bob Lyons, Jr.
C.K. Mackay

Paige MaclLean

Cynthia Mann MD
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Fund

Lori Martin
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Charles Matassa

Mary Anne Mayo &
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Frank Mitchell and Michael
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Laura J. Morrison
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Fernando J. Muniz
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Laron Nelson

Jennifer Harrison Newman
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David I. Newton

Paul Nunez

Zehra Patwa

Jack Thomas & Bruce
Payne

Peace & Love

Lisa Peccini

Mary L. Pepe

Tracy Peters and Brian
Young

Dr. E. Anthony Petrelli
Jessie Phillips

Pignatello Family Fund
Michael Piscatelli

Bruni Pizarro

Janice Plaziak

Leslie Pollack

Nicole Pollard
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Stan and Carroll Possick
Karen Pritzker-Vlock
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Shelley Quiala and Tony
Hanson
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Nina Rivera
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Marie Samuels
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Bruce Seymour
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Carmen Shortt
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Robert Silverstein
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Bruce and Pam Simonds
Betsy Sledge

Kerala Snyder
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Lisa Stanger and Greg
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Aleta Staton

Dawn Stephenson
Harold and Sandra Stern
Leslie Stone

Louis and Susan Stone
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Stone

Steven Wolfson and Elsa
Stone

Fred Strebeigh
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Roselinde Torres

David and Lisa Totman



Sophie Tworkowski and
Peter Schwartz

Gail Brekke and Jim Vlock
David Paltiel and Stuart
Warner

Jean K. Webb

Mary Lee Weber

Alison Weir

Lynda E. Rosenfeld and
Richard M. Weiss
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Wishnie

Stephen and Rachel
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IN HONOR OF

All of us!
Colette Hughes
Eunice C. Blocker
Carla Jackson
Lauriann Burt
Gil-Burt Family
Anne Calabresi
Janice and Harold
Attridge
Faculty & Staff of
Cooperative Arts &
Humanities High School
J. Hoffman Lee
Tiffany Hopkins
Hameen Family
Shamain McAllister
Manmita Dutta
Cara Mulgueen-Teasdale
Cafe George by Paula
Shelley Quiala & Roslyn
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Cynthia Mann MD
Betsy Sledge
David and Lisa Totman
Kate Hunter and Rich
Jacob

Young Families
Programming
Sarah Woo

IN MEMORY OF

Nancy Eisenfeld
J. Davies & J.L. Scott
John DiPaola
Toni Dorfman and John
Gaddis
Maggie C Free
Reverend Hiram Brett
and Patricia F. Brett,
Ed.D.
Barbara B. Gaab
Gerald E. Gaab
Thomas Griggs Sr.
Lisa Stanger and Greg
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Charlotte M. Jay
Amy and Tim Barry
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Joan Channick
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Stan and Carroll Possick
Lula Lorene Williams
The Honorable William
R. Dyson

THANK YOU TO OUR
LEGACY SOCIETY

Elsie B. Chapman
Robert E. W. Eisele *
Louise Endel *

Liz Fisher

Gordon Geballe
Thomas S. Griggs, Jr.
Chad Herzog

Brian Kolbin *

Ruby Melton

Lisa Stanger

Alinor Sterling
Stuart G. Warner

*In grateful memory
Learn more at ARTIDEA.
ORG/PlannedGiving
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