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About the Visionary Leadership Event

The Visionary Leadership Event was created in 2010 in honor of the late
Jean M. Handley and her thoughtful and effective leadership as a lifelong
champion of many of the region’s arts, cultural, social, and educational
organizations. From leading the fight to allow women into the then
male-only Quinnipiack Club to co-founding LEAP and the International
Festival of Arts & Ideas, Jean was a role model for women, a person of
extraordinary wisdom, and an individual of exceedingly high standards
who was generous with her talent and time and who left an indelible
mark on the city of New Haven.

“When | think about Jean, | think of a woman who stepped forward at
a time when women were expected to stand back: who broke out of
proscribed roles, and never accepted no for an answer.”

—Liz Fisher, Former Co-Director of the International Festival of Arts & Ideas

All proceeds from the Visionary Leadership Event support the Jean
Handley Fund at the International Festival of Arts & Ideas. The Jean
Handley Fund supports programs at the Festival each year that represent
the values and passions of our co-founder, including US Premiere
performances, family-friendly programs, free performances, and major
international projects.

In recent years the Jean Handley Fund has supported outdoor
performances on the Family Stage, circus on the New Haven Green, as
well as works from Mark Morris, Kronos Quartet, Dallas Black Dance
Theatre, and Heidi Latsky Dance—just to name a few. This year, proceeds
will support the performance of CONTRA-TIEMPO: iAZUCAR! at
University Theatre.

To make a contribution to the Jean Handley Fund
online, visit ARTIDEA.ORG/JHF.

Donations can also be made via Venmo to @Artidea,
and checks payable to International Festival of Arts & Ideas
can be mailed to our offices at 195 Church Street, 12th FL,
New Haven, CT 06510.

Contact Bobby DellaCamera, Development Associate,
at 203.498.3727 for more ways to give!
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CONTRA-TIEMPO: jAZUCAR!
JUNE 28-29, 2024

Embark on a transformative journey through “iAzucar!” CONTRA
TIEMPO’s newest theatrical dance work leans into Celia Cruz’s music
as inspiration and delivers explosive salsa dancing while taking us
through a truly Caribbean narrative.
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SONA JOBARTEH
Performer, Public Speaker/Activist,
Composer and Lecturer

The spirit of Sona Jobarteh’s musical work stands

on the mighty shoulders of The West African Griot
Tradition; she is a living archive of the Gambian
people. Born into one of the five principal Griot
families in west Africa, a hereditary tradition dating
back 700 years to the Mali Empire, Jobarteh is the first
female to master the kora, a 21-string instrument that
combines the qualities of a lute and a harp.

Jobarteh’s childhood was spent between England, and the village in Gambia of
her grandfather, Amadu Bansang Jobarteh, a kora master and griot, who was
so influential he served as an adviser to Gambia’s first president. Sona earned

a scholarship to the prestigious Purcell School of Music and the Royal College
of Music in the UK where she studied the cello, piano and harpsichord as well
as composition and scoring. However, she was originally introduced to the kora
at age 4, and officially began studying under her father at age 17, breaking an
ancient, male-dominated hereditary tradition that had been exclusively handed
down from father to son for the past seven centuries.

With one ear on the family’s historic reputation, one ear on the all-important future
legacy and her heart in both places, she is preparing a place today for the next
generation. Her singing and kora playing while fronting her Afro-pop band, spring
directly from this tradition. Today, she has over 27 million views on YouTube and
400,000 to 500,000 monthly listeners on Spotify. All this despite singing in her
native languages and keeping to her own path within the music industry.

Sona has brought her live performances across the globe, including North
America, as well as throughout Europe, Asia, and Africa. She was commissioned
to write the opening and closing sequence music for the 2022 Hollywood
blockbuster, Beast, starring Idris Elba, and composed the score for the multiple
award-winning film, Motherland. She has released two albums. The most

recent in 2022, Badinyaa Kumoo, is a musical manifesto expressing her vision

of empowering women, children, artists, and African societies to effect positive
change.

Sona’s dedication to spreading powerful humanitarian messages through her
songs and her stage performances makes her much more than a musician; she is
active in social change and leads by her own example. Sona founded The Gambia
Academy in 2015, a pioneering institution dedicated to achieving educational
reform across the continent of Africa. This Academy is the first of its kind to deliver
a mainstream academic curriculum at a high level, while also bringing the culture,
traditions and history that belong to its students, to the front and center of their
everyday education. These efforts have gained her invitations to deliver speeches
at high profile events around the world - including summits for the UN and
UNICEF. In 2023, Sona Jobarteh received an honorary degree from the prestigious
Berklee College of Music.



LUCY NALPATHANCHIL
Moderator

Lucy Nalpathanchil is Vice President of Community
Engagement at Connecticut Public where she leads
strategies to deeply connect and grow collaborations
with community- focused organizations across the
state.

Before becoming a member of the company’s senior
leadership team, Nalpathanchil was the Executive
Producer and Host of Connecticut Public’s morning
talk show and podcast, Where We Live, for nearly
seven years. Under her leadership, WWL went beyond news headlines and
interviews with policymakers to feature more conversations about Connecticut
and the stories of its residents.

Nalpathanchil has been a public radio journalist for more than 20 years covering
everything from education to immigration, juvenile justice, and child welfare issues
to veterans’ affairs and the military. Her reporting has taken her to all sorts of
places, including a ride aboard a Coast Guard boat in Florida and to Tambacounda,
Senegal, to talk with women journalists and farmers.

She’s contributed to National Public Radio and her stories have aired on several
national NPR shows including Morning Edition, All Things Considered, Weekend
Edition, Weekend All Things Considered, Here and Now, and Latino USA.

In 2021, Nalpathanchil and the Where We Live team received a first- place award
among large stations from Public Media Journalists Association or PMJA for

this interview with a Norwich woman. In 2020, Nalpathanchil received a national
Gracies Award from the Alliance for Women in Media in 2020 for her conversation
with a Connecticut mother and her trans-son.



The Festival thanks the following
donors for their support of this year’s
Visionary Leadership Event

Visionary Leadership Benefactors

Guido and Anne Tyler Calabresi
Gordon and Shelley Geballe
Penn and Diane Holsenbeck
Roslyn Milstein Meyer and Jerome Meyer
Betsy Sledge

Visionary Leadership Sponsors/Partners
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Thank You to our 2024 Festival Insiders

DONORS $100+ BETWEEN
JUNE 1, 2023 AND APRIL 3, 2024

Yolanda Acevedo

Bruce Ackerman & Susan Rose-
Ackerman

Craig Smith and Erica Ahlert-
Smith

lan and Rachel Alderman
Bruce D. Alexander

Jim Horwitz and Sandy Allison
Patrick Alvino

Anonymous

Bethany & Nick Appleby

Diane Ariker

Janet and Christopher Arterton
Michael and Robin Texeira
Atwater

Judy and Steve August

Sheilah B. Rostow

Karen Baar

Paul and Joanne Bailey

James & Doris Barber

Don & Maggie Barkin

Amy and Tim Barry

Alice and Jon Bauer

Scott E. Baylow

Bonnie Becker

Susan E. Bender & Al Klevorick
Eric and Ethel Berger

Alan Plattus and Nancy Berliner
Nancy Alexander and Phillip
Bernstein

Thomas S. Griggs Jr. and Ed
Bottomley

Kathleen and Robert Bradley
Mark Loeffler and Susan Brady
Reverend Hiram Brett and
Patricia F. Brett, Ed.D.

Linda Briggs

Susan Ball

Jim and Martha Brogan

Diane Brown

Lucile Burgo-Black

Cafe George by Paula

Guido and Anne Tyler Calabresi
Elaine C. Carroll

Robert Parker and David Carter
Belinda Chan

Elsie B. Chapman

Carla Chappel

Alexander Clark

Bitsie Clark

Stocky and Judy Clark

Laura Clarke

Susan Clinard

Karen Clute

Mary Ellen and Tom Cody
Matthew and Michele Cohen
Family Fund

Sue Cohen

Norman Cole

Lisa Stanger and Greg Colodner
Bob and Mary Beth Congdon
Claire’s Corner Copia

Vicki Crompton

Richard Czekalski

Bob & Priscilla Dannies

David Soper & Laura Davis
Michael Friedmann and Deborah
Davis

The DellaCamera Family

Pat DeMaio

Susan DeSilver

The Honorable William R. Dyson
Gladys and Sidney Horowitz
Ben Diamond

Tacey Dietlmeier

Melinda Divicino

Joel Dodson

Lise Dondy

Jackie Downing

Karen DuBois-Walton
Manmita Dutta

Martha W. Dye

Gary Desir & Deborah Dyett Desir
Eileen and Andrew Eder

Jane Edwards

Virginia Eicher

Jody P. Ellant, Esq

Linda K. Lorimer and Charles
D. Ellis

Mechele Ellis

Karyn M. Gilvarg and Eric W.
Epstein

Helena Estes

Reverend Kevin G. Ewing
Marcy Stovall and Jim Farnam
Richard and Barbara Feldman
Ficklin Media

Randy Fippinger

Ewa Folta-Stogniew

ForGood Fund

Maria Freda

Tammy Freeberg

Ben Ledbetter & Deborah
Freedman

Kalman L. Watsky and Deborah
Fried

Kirsten Fulda

Thomas Fulton

Gerald E. Gaab

Gordon and Shelley Geballe
Gill-Burt Family

Kimberly Goff-Crews

Lindy Lee Gold

David Berg and Robin Golden
Rebecca Goodheart

Madison Grady

William Graustein

Clifton E. Graves, Jr.

Heidi Green

Sarah B. Greenblatt

Greg & Sarah

The Reverend Bonita Grubbs
Harvesting Hope Culture Camp
Shelley Quiala and Tony Hanson
Elizabeth Langhorne and Karsten
Harries

Kate Ezra and Daniel Headrick
Sondra Helenese

Lesley and Evan Heller

Yvette G. Hinds

AJ Hipius

Susan Holahan

Penn and Diane Holsenbeck
Suzette and Thomas Hubbard
Melissa Huber

Katharine B. Sacks and Joseph
C. Huether

Colette Hughes

Carla Jackson

Kate Hunter and Rich Jacob
Blinn and Selby Jacobs
Marcia and Robert Jacoby
Rebecca and Keith Johnson
Pamela Jordan

Steve & Natalie Judd

Mary Ellen Junda

Nina Adams and Moreson Kaplan
Thomas Behrendt and Lisa
Kaston

Susan and Jonathan D. Katz
Helen Kauder and Barry Nalebuff
Paula Kavathas

Elizabeth and Dennis Keenan
Kiki and Ted Kennedy, Jr.

The Knight Family

James Kenny

Rachel Kline Brown

Wendy Evans Kravitz

Barbara J. Lamb

Jean and Nick Lamont
Elizabeth and Miles Lasater

J. Hoffman Lee

Erin Leonard

Art and Betty Levy

Pericles Lewis

Peace & Love

John Lindner

Jason Liptak

Donald J Logie

Tere Luna

Carol and Bob Lyons, Jr.

C.K. Mackay

Paige MacLean

Marc and Margaret Mann
Winter Marshall
Martin-Pescatore Family Fund
Lori Martin

Anne MacClintock and Jerry
Mashaw

Therese Masotta

Charles Matassa

Christopher Yurkovsky and
Deborah McArthur

Ruby Melton and Gail McAvay
Kim A. Healey and John A.
McCreight

Lisa Brandes, Scott McLean &
Charles McLean

Robert S. McWilliam, M.D.
Alinor Sterling and Steve Mentz
Michael and Ann Merriam
Feinberg

Mark and Adele Messina
Roslyn Milstein Meyer and Jerome
Meyer

Joanne Meyerowitz

Karimah Mickens

William H. and Irene K. Charitable
Trust

Virginia and Timothy Millhiser
Elisabeth Moore

Julie & Bill Moore

Frank Mitchell and Michael
Morand

Laura J. Morrison

Randal Morrison

Lucy Nalpathanchil

Laron Nelson

Jennifer Harrison Newman
Peter Newman



David I. Newton

Paul Nunez

Zehra Patwa

Jack Thomas & Bruce Payne

Lisa Peccini

Mary L. Pepe

Tracy Peters and Brian Young

Dr. E. Anthony Petrelli

Jessie Phillips

Pignatello Family Fund

Michael Piscatelli

Bruni Pizarro

Janice Plaziak

Leslie Pollack

Nicole Pollard

Celia Bicknell Ponvert

Stan and Carroll Possick

Karen Pritzker-Vlock

Alec Purves

Faye and Asghar Rastegar
Thabisa Rich

Nina Rivera

Joe Rodriguez

Carolyn Ross-Lee

Kate Rushin

Joan Saddler

Marie Samuels

Barbara and Michael Schaffer
Rachel Scotch & Josh Rohrbach
J. Davies & J.L. Scott

Bruce Seymour

Candace Barrington and Michael Shea
Carmen Shortt

Aileen Reynolds and Robert Silverstein
Chris and Frank Silvestri

Bruce and Pam Simonds

Betsy Sledge

Kerala Snyder

Aleta Staton

Dawn Stephenson

Leslie Stone

Louis and Susan Stone Family Foundation
Shepard and Marlene Stone
Steven Wolfson and Elsa Stone
Fred Strebeigh

Abigail Roth & R. Lee Stump
Molly Sullivan

Joan Surdukowski

Nina Horowitz and Richard Sussman
Leonardo H. Suzio and John Hansen
Lauren Tagliatela

Tom Tang

Cynthia Texeira

Terri-ann Thompson

Tammy Conley & Roselinde Torres
David and Lisa Totman

Gail Brekke and Jim Vlock

David Paltiel and Stuart Warner
Mary Lee Weber

Alison Weir

Lynda E. Rosenfeld and Richard M. Weiss
Karen and Richard Wies

Barbara Rockenbach & Dan Wilderman
Briana Williams

Walton Wilson

Cathy Edwards and Mike Wishnie
Stephen and Rachel Wizner

The Winokur Family Foundation
Annie Lin and Brendan Woo
Janet Brodie and Don Wunderlee
Nancy Yao

IN HONOR OF
All of us!
Colette Hughes
Eunice C. Blocker
Carla Jackson
Lauriann Burt
Gil-Burt Family
Anne Calabresi
Janice and Harold Attridge
Faculty & Staff of Cooperative
Arts & Humanities High School
J. Hoffman Lee
Tiffany Hopkins
Hameen Family
Shamain McAllister
Manmita Dutta
Cara Mulqueen-Teasdale
Cafe George by Paula
Betsy Sledge
David and Lisa Totman
Kate Hunter and Rich Jacob
Young Families Programming
Sarah Woo

IN MEMORY OF
Maggie C Free
Reverend Hiram Brett and
Patricia F. Brett, Ed.D.
Barbara B. Gaab
Gerald E. Gaab
Thomas Griggs Sr.
Lisa Stanger and Greg Colodner
Jean M. Handley
Judy Handley Garvey
Charlotte M. Jay
Amy and Tim Barry
Ed Kaplan
Lisa Peccini
William Sledge
Stan and Carroll Possick
Lula Lorene Williams
The Honorable William R. Dyson

THANK YOU TO OUR LEGACY SOCIETY
Elsie B. Chapman
Robert E. W. Eisele *
Louise Endel *

Liz Fisher

Gordon Geballe
Thomas S. Griggs, Jr.
Chad Herzog

Brian Kolbin *

Ruby Melton

Lisa Stanger

Alinor Sterling
Stuart G. Warner

*In grateful memory

Learn more at ARTIDEA.ORG/PlannedGiving
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Our mission is to create an internationally renowned festival in New
Haven of the highest quality with world-class artists, thinkers and leaders,
attracting and engaging a broad and diverse audience, celebrating and
building community and advancing economic development.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

REV. KEVIN G. EWING
BOARD CHAIR

LISA STANGER ALINOR STERLING
VICE CHAIR VICE CHAIR
RICHARD CZEKALSKI, MBA ELIZABETH SLEDGE
TREASURER SECRETARY

ANNE TYLER CALABRESI ROSLYN MILSTEIN MEYER, M.D.

FOUNDING DIRECTOR FOUNDING DIRECTOR
CANDACE BARRINGTON ANNIE LIN
LORENZO M. BOYD, PH.D. PAT HALL JAYNES, SPHR, SHRM-SCP
PATRICIA F. BRETT, ED.D. RUBY H. MELTON
DIANE BROWN LUCY NALPATHANCHIL
WILLLIAM T. BROWN, PH.D. RISE NELSON
DEBORAH DYETT DESIR, M.D. CHARLES O’CONNELL
SHIRLEY ELLIS-WEST CAROLYN ROSS LEE
KIMBERLEY GOFF-CREWS MICHAEL E. TWITTY
HON. CLIFTON GRAVES JR. CHARLES E. WARNER JR.

DIRECTOR EMERITUS

DANIEL J. MIGLIO GORDON GEBALLE, PH.D.

SHELLEY QUIALA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF ARTS & IDEAS
195 CHURCH STREET, 12TH FLOOR NEW HAVEN, CT 06510 + (203) 498-1212 - ARTIDEA.ORG



